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The Village Idiot  
Newsletter of the Barony of 

Windhaven 
January AS XLIV  

 

Minutes of the December Business Meeting  

December 13, 2009 
3:00 ï Title Town Brew Pub, Green Bay, WI 

 

Seneschalôs Report:  Lady Elspeth had nothing to report. 
 

Chancellor of the Exchequerôs Report:  Lady Giana reported that 
current fund balance in checking is $2,422.  
 

Heraldôs Report:  Nominations were accepted for Baronial Herald. Kirja 
Kali was nominated and elected unaminously. 
 

Chroniclerôs Report:  THL Mearha reported that the Village Idiot has 
been published and her Domesday report has been submitted on 

schedule. 
 

Chatelaineôs Report:  Lady Gwen had nothing to report . She will be 
stepping down as chatelaine at the January meeting. The position has 

been posted in the Village Idiot. 
 

MOAS Report:  Baroness Leaina was not present.  
 

Knightôs Marshalôs Report:  Lord Kagemori was not present. He is still 
checking out sites for inside practices. 
 

Archery Captainôs Report:   Arkayn reported that h e is still looking for 
a site for winte r archery practices. 
 

Rapier Captainôs Report:  Don Charismos was not present. He reported 
that his Domesday report has been submitted. Practices have not 

been held due to lack of winter site.  
 

Chirurgeonôs Report:  Coenred reported that he is still workin g on 
fulfilling the requirements to become a warranted chirurgeon.  
 

Baronôs Report:  Baron Grimmund reported that Serafina received an 
AOA at Boarôs Head.  Also at Boarôs Head, Allison, a student from UW-

GB was gifted with a drinking horn from Prince Tom because she was 
looking for someone new to the SCA give it to . 
 

Old Business: 

 The barony is accepting proposals for a fall camping event.  No one 

present had a proposal prepared. Several individuals were 
interested in submitting one but werenôt sure how to go about 
it.  A motion was made and passed that would allow Barron 

Grimmund to serve as mentor/steward to inexperienced 
individuals to allow them to steward events for the first time. 
He will be working with that group of individuals to prepare a 

proposal for the next meeting.  
 The Yule Moot at the Whiting Boathouse will be January 2. The 

site will open at noon and the day will be an informal social  
gathering with feast and Baronial Court.  

 

Next Meeting ï January 2nd at the Yule Moot 
 

Addendum: 
Meeting was briefly reconvened to consider a late proposal for a 
camping event submitted by Lady Maedb and Traci with Baron 

Grimmund as mentor/head steward. The event would take place 
September 24-26 at the campground in Oconto.  Proposal was 
accepted. 
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Baronial Chatela ine/Castellan  Position Opening  
The Barony of Windhaven currently has the Baronial 

Chatelaine/Castellan position open. This position is considered a great 
officer in the barony and reports to the Kingdom Chatelaine. Any 
individual who is interested in filli ng this position should be familiar 

with the requirements of the office as stated in the Baronial Policies 
and Procedures as posted on the Windhaven website at 
http://www.baronyofwind haven.org/library/policies -r2008.pdf   Polling 

will take place to fill the office at the January business meeting. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Well met!  
 

We have a short newsletter cycle this month, with the newsletter  

coming out on the first, and the business meeting at the Moot on the  

second, due to the busy event calender.  
  
Congratulations to Kirja, our new herald, and thanks to Eva, our  
outgoing herald.  At the January meeting, at the moot, we'll be 
voting on a new Chatelaine.  We'll also be discussing the new fall 

camping event and Bardic Madness.  
 

Highlighting some Upcoming calendar items:  
 

Windhaven Yule moot:  January 2  
Nordskogen 12th Night:  January 9th.  

Flesh Wound:  January 23rd, Jararvellier  
Hamish and Fiona get married, January 30  
   (No, it's not an SCA event, but I though t it should be mentioned.  
Congrats!)  

Haire Affair:  Feb 13, Falcon's Keep (Wausau)  
Fighter School (Jararvellier edition):  Feb. 20 (Jefferson)  
Windhaven hosts Bardic Madness XX:  Feb. 27, De Pere  
 

Do you have anyone you'd like to recommend for an award? Baronial 
awards are listed at http://wi ndhaven.northshield.org/awards.html   

Kingdom of Northshield awards are listed at  
http://www.northshield.org/OrderOfPrecedence/KingdomAwards.asp
x?Libary/Awards  

(Or, from the NS main page, click Library > Awards > Kingdom 
Awards).   If you want to recommend someone for an award, but are 
not sure how to go about it, or what award to recommend for them, 

please feel free to talk to me.  
 

I hope everyone has been enjoying a safe and pleasant holiday 
season, and I hope that it continues into the new year.  Travel 

safely!  
 

Grimmund  

 

http://www.baronyofwindhaven.org/library/policies-r2008.pdf
http://windhaven.northshield.org/awards.html
http://www.northshield.org/OrderOfPrecedence/KingdomAwards.aspx?Libary/Awards
http://www.northshield.org/OrderOfPrecedence/KingdomAwards.aspx?Libary/Awards
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Greetings! 
 

The calendar changes and a new year is upon us.  As we hunker 
down to endure the coldest months of winter new hope for spring 

comes with the postal carrier in the form of tidings from seed 
merchants. Beautiful pictures of vegetables, fruits, and flowers that 
warm the heart and inspire us to have hope that the drear of winter 

will soon depart. I eagerly plot the garden for the coming s ummer 
and imagine the warmth of the sun as I look out my window at the 
cold winter landscape.  It will come . . .  
 

Till next month!  
Peace 

Mearha 

 

 

 

DO YOU KNOW THE RULES OF THE GAME?   
An Introduction to Corpora  

Alys Katharine, Countess, OL, OP 
 

Quiz #3 ï What are the Requirements for Various SCA 
Groups?   
 

1. What is the minimum size for a Kingdom? 
     1a. How many other requirements must a Kingdom meet? 

     1b. What are they?  How many can you think of?  
 

2. What is the minimum size for a Principalit y? 

     2a. How many other requirements must a Principality meet? 
     2b. What are they?  How many can you think of?  
 

3. What is the minimum size for a Barony/Province? 

     3a. How many other requirements must a Barony/Province 
           meet? 
     3b. What are they?  How many can you think of?  

     3c. What is the difference between a Barony and a Province? 
 

4. What is the minimum size for a local branch? 

     4a. What is the minimum number of officers required for a local  
           branch? 
     4b. Which officers are specifically required? 

     4c. Which other officers can make up the balance of the  
          minimum number of officers required for a local group?  
     4d.  What other requirements must a prospective local group  
           meet? 
 

5. Can a group require that all members be from one specific time  
period or culture? 
 

6. Can any branch cover parts of more than one state or province? 
 

7. Can a group require its members to solicit the opinion of non -

members for advancement in status, baronial selection, etc.? 
 

The answers to all the above can be found in Corpora, 
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Section III A -D.  Here is a summary and the brief answers.  
 

Answers:  
1.  A kingdom must have at least 400 members.  (Remember, a 
member has paid dues to the Society.  A person who has not paid 
dues is not a member but may still participate.)  It is rare that a 

branch aspiring to Kingdom status is approved with less than 600. 
 

     1a. There are eight other requirements for kingdom status.  
 

     1b. The other requirements are: 
1) Acceptable candidates for all Great Officer 

positions .  These candidates must be acceptable to that specific 
Society Officer. 

2) A name and device registered  with the College of 
Arms. 

3) A consensus  of prospective kingdom members in favor 
of the advancement  to kingdom status.  This equates to a 
compelling majority without substantive opposition.  Four recent new 

kingdoms all required more than 80% of paid members in favor.  
4) A record of well -attended events,  study or guild 

meetings, demonstrations and other educational activities for 

members and the general community. 
5) Sufficient members of the Chivalry, Laurel, and 

Pelican (holders of Patents of Arms) to advise the Crown on 

admission of candidates, as well as fostering development of those 
Orders. 

6) Sufficient fighters of high enough caliber  as to invest 

the competition for the Crown with dignity and merit.  
7) A body of kingdom law  which provides for all the 

necessary items for a viable kingdom: maintenance and succession 

of the Crown; defi nition and advancement of local groups; 
appointment and removal of territorial barons/baronesses; 
appropriate courts as needed to maintain the realm, etc.  

8) A newsletter  with quality and stability appropriate for a 
corporate publication of the Society. 
 

2.  A principality must have at least 100 members.  Without at least 
200, no principality has been approved in 20 years. 
 

     2a. There are six other requirements. 
 

     2b. The other requirements are similar to those of the kingdom,  

           with var iations. 
1) Acceptable candidates for all Great Officer 

positions .  These candidates must be acceptable to that specific 

Kingdom Officer. 
2) A name and device registered  with the College of 

Arms. 

3) Consensus favoring advancement  by members of the 
proposed principality. 

4) A record of well -attended events,  study or guild 

meetings, demonstrations and other educational activities for 
members and the general community 

5) Sufficient fighters of such caliber  as to provide 
appropriate competition for the Coronet.  

6) A body of principality law  which provides for the 
maintenance and succession of the Coronet, and for any other 
matters delegated or permitted by the parent kingdom.  A newsletter 

is not required. 
 

3. A Barony or Province must have at least 25 members.  It is 

recommended that there be 50.  
 

     3a. There are four other requirements.  
 

     3b. The other requirements are:  
 1) A set of officers  acceptable to the Crown (and Coronet, if 
applicable). 

 2) A name and device  registered with the College of Arms 
3) Consensu s favoring advancement  and the type of 

advancement.  If a barony, arrangements must have been made with 

the Crown for appointment of a Baron/Baroness. 
 4) A strong record of activity  in a variety of fields of 
Society endeavor. 
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     3c. A Barony is an area administered by a Baron and/or  
          Baroness, the ceremonial representative(s) of the Crown.  It  

          can have either a Baron or a Baroness or both.  The  
          ceremonial representatives can create and administer awards. 
        

          A Province is the equivalent of a Barony but without the  
          ceremonial representative.  Provinces cannot create and  
          administer awards. 
 

4. The minimum size for a local branch is 5 members. 
 

      4a. The minimum number of officers required for a local branch  

            is three. 
 

      4b. The two required officers are a Seneschal and an Exchequer. 
 

      4c. A minimum of one other officer may be selected from these  
           offices: Herald, Marshal, Minister of Arts and Sciences.   

           Groups are encouraged to have more officers, but there must  
           be at least three ï Seneschal, Exchequer, and one of these  
           above. 
 

       4d. Other requirements for a local group are a name registered  
            with the College of Arms and consensus among local  
            members favoring establishment of the group.  
 

5. No SCA group can decide to specialize in one time period or 
culture.  The individual members may choose what era and culture 

they would like to investigate and pursue.  
 

6. The only branches of the SCA that may cover more than one state 
or province are kingdoms and principalities unless the Society 

Seneschal has authorized it.  The Kingdom Seneschal, with the 
Crownôs approval, can adjust borders of groups below the principality 
level. 
 

All kingdom and principality border adjustment petitions should be 
prepared by the Kingdom Seneschal(s) involved, and sent to the 

Society Seneschal, who will present them to the Board.  
 

If your group is considering changing its status, work with the 

appropriate kingdom officer(s) and be sure to read the appropriate 
sections in Corpora.  The material above covers only certain high 
points. 
 

7. No. ñThe Society permits very broad participation by people who 
are not members as defined in the By-Laws. However, no part of the 

Society can be required to solicit or heed their views regarding 
branch status, or any other situation where the opinion of the 
populace is to be consulted. Law, custom, or actual practice may 

allow consultation with nonmembers, but it cannot be required.ò  If 
you want your voice to be counted, become a member.  

 

 


